M. m. holzneri in northwestern Baja
California (Huey 1964 , Alvarez-Castañeda 2000 ; and M. m. varians in Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, and Tamaulipas (Hall 1981) . The distributions of the 2 subspecies reported for Baja California, however, have not been well documented or updated recently. Mephitis mephitis estor has been reported from only one locality in northeastern Baja California (Pozo de Vicente) on the basis of a single specimen (cf. Alvarez-Castañeda 2000) . Since then, no records of the subspecies for Baja California have been published. Mephitis mephitis holzneri was described by Mearns (1897) from a specimen collected at San Isidro Ranch, Lower California (Baja California), near the United States-Mexico border. Huey (1964) commented that the southernmost known occurrence of subspecies holzneri is along the Santo Domingo River just north of San Quintín. Also, Alvarez-Castañeda (2000) pointed out that this subspecies has not actually been collected in Baja California, as the identification of the San Isidro Ranch (= San Ysidro) as located in the territory under Mexican jurisdiction was erroneous.
The 2 subspecies known in Baja California are distinguishable in cranial measurements and pattern of the pelage. Mephitis mephitis estor differs from M. m. holzneri in its smaller body size and broader stripes on the dorsum. Also, the skull of M. m. estor is smaller, with the posterior margin of the palate ending about on a line with the posterior molars, either square or having only a very small notch; and the basilar length of Hensel is <66 mm (Howell 1901).
Here we provide new information on records of the 2 subspecies of Mephitis mephitis for Baja California. Our records were based on our own direct observations, photographs, and voucher specimens deposited in the Mammal Collection, Universidad Autónoma de Baja California (UABC), at Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico; other previously unpublished records are based on specimens housed in the following collections: San Diego Natural History Museum (SDNHM), Museum of Vertebrate Zoology (MVZ), and U.S. National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution (USNM).
We located a total of 54 records of M. mephitis (13 of M. m. estor, 41 of M. m. holzneri) from 37 localities in 4 municipalities of the state of Baja California, including voucher specimens (historical and recent) deposited in the museums cited above. The records for each subspecies include the following: locality name followed in brackets by the number keying the location in Fig. 1 
Concluding Comments
The records documented herein confirm the presence of Mephitis mephitis holzneri at elevations from sea level to 1600 m in northwestern Baja California south to the Arroyo El Rosario, about 80 km south of the Arroyo Santo Domingo, which was reported as the southern limit by Huey (1964) . The distribution in Baja California comprises 4 ecoregions (González-Abraham et al. 2010): Chaparral, Coastal Sage Scrub, Coastal Succulent Scrub, and the California Mountains. The striped skunk is apparently more common in riparian habitats and urban or suburban zones than in other habitats. In northeastern Baja California, M. m. estor is found mainly in association with xeric vegetation in the San Felipe Desert region and in agricultural areas and along irrigation channels of the Colorado River Delta.
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